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Pentecost is the crowning feast of the Easter season celebrating the 

pouring out of the Spirit of the Risen Christ on the infant Church. For 

that reason it is often called the Birthday of the Church.  On Easter Day 

and for 40 days thereafter we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead: that Jesus appeared to the disciples giving them a message of 

peace and the reassurance of his presence; on Ascension Day we 

celebrated Jesus’ physical departure to be at the Father’s Right Hand 

where he is our Great High Priest, interceding for us to the Father; today,

50 days after Easter Day, we celebrate Pentecost when the Spirit of the 

Risen Christ is given to the disciples. The well-known Acts reading 

speaks of tongues of fire alighting on the gathered disciples which give 

us the seasonal color red and which are depicted on the beautiful old 

parish cope which I wore in procession. The other Pentecostal sign was 

the “rushing mighty wind” recalling the wind of the Spirit blowing over 



the waters in Creation. Wind and fire are two of the traditional symbols 

of the presence of the Spirit. The other of course is the dove of the Spirit 

with which we are familiar at the baptism of Jesus (and depicted on the 

three sanctuary lamps in the chancel and in several other places around 

the church for those who are curious). 

The three familiar readings tell us a number of things about the Holy 

Spirit, referred to in the New Testament as the Spirit of Christ and the 

Spirit of God as well as the Holy Spirit.  The Acts reading tells of Jews 

from all over the known world who had gathered in Jerusalem for the 

Jewish feast of Pentecost (the Feast of Weeks) which comes fifty days 

after Passover.  The remarkable phenomenon was that as the disciples 

blessed with the Holy Spirit began to speak they were understood by all 

the crowd: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?”  In that 

extraordinary moment the sin of Babel was reversed.  Here we see the 

Spirit as a Spirit as a spirit of communication, communication leading to

unity. 



Only last week Pope Francis was reported as saying to Mahmoud Abbas,

the Palestinian leader that he was “an angel of peace” which of course 

upset the Israelis and embarrassed  Washington in its delicate 

relationship with Israel. However further reporting revealed that some of

the press may have misheard the Pope or maybe the Pope got his Italian 

wrong. A very similar verb would make the statement something like 

“may you be an angel of peace.” The point is that lots can be lost and 

misunderstood in translation. It bedevils our communication as human 

beings.  

I do quite a bit of pre-marital counselling as part of preparing couples for

marriage. One the most important issues we address is that of 

communication: learning to listen to and to read each other well so that 

our communication may be as clear as possible. And it is not only 

married couples who need communication skills. All of us need to work 

at our communication so that we may be understood.  And that is hard 

enough when both parties speak English. In a city like New York we are 



well aware of the difficulties of making ourselves understood when we 

are dealing with those for whom English is not a first language.  

But the miracle at Pentecost was that the Spirit of the Risen Christ in his 

disciples was understood by all who were gathered.  The crowd was 

united in a remarkable way by the communication of the Spirit.  The 

challenge to us as a church let alone as human beings is to communicate 

effectively in order to bring about unity between people in relationship, 

in families, in communities, and between nations. It is a huge challenge. 

We are increasingly aware of it in this country with such recent events as

the riots in Baltimore and in Ferguson where communications across 

racial lines and within communities have broken down. We are painfully

aware of the divisions that exist in the Middle East and other parts of the

world. We know from our immediate experience of the breakdown of 

relationships and of divorce.  We yearn for a world in which people get 

on with each other, where good communication leads to good 

relationships. So we pray that the gift of God’s Holy Spirit to 

communicate well may be ours.



The second reading from Romans places the work of the Spirit in a 

cosmic setting. Not only does Paul speak of our own yearnings for 

spiritual fulfilment but also of the yearnings of the whole created order. 

Paul recognized that the Holy Spirit experienced at Pentecost was none 

other than the Spirit of God present in the Creation of the World.  In 

other words we who have tasted the Spirit in Christ, who have been 

baptized in the Spirit, long to be complete in ourselves, to experience the

fullness of the kingdom.  There is a real sense that as we are growing in 

our spiritual lives so we are also participants in the ongoing work of 

creation. God calls us to be co-creators with God in the life of the Spirit. 

We are not simply observers or bystanders in this creative process but 

participants and contributors.  A dramatic example of this can be 

glimpsed in the climate change debate.  The big question which is 

increasingly being answered in the affirmative is that human beings have

and do contribute to climate change and therefore that we can do 

something about it. We can be contributors to the ongoing work of 

creation.  We can contribute to this ongoing process of creation in many 

ways including how we use resources be they fossil fuels or water.  We 



are doing it this morning in our music and worship by creating an 

uplifting and beautiful environment to help us in our yearnings for 

ultimate fulfilment.  On Friday I was walking in Madison Square Park 

and viewing the current remarkable art installation there. It is by 

Brooklyn artist, Teresita Fernandez, and is entitled Fata Morgana. It is a 

series of silver metal cut outs suspended from scaffolding over the paths.

As you walk underneath it is as if you were walking through a forest 

with dappled sunlight coming through the tree canopy above. But of 

course you can see the real trees through the metal cutouts as well as the 

complex of reflections from their shiny surfaces. The whole experience 

is one of the beauty and unity of the created order and including our own

participation because the observer becomes a participant through 

reflection. I thought the whole installation was a good illustration of the 

ongoing creative process both cosmic and human which is the work of 

the Spirit.

The Gospel for today from John 15 Jesus prays: “When the Advocate 

comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 



comes from the Father” And further on: “When the spirit of truth comes,

he will guide you into all the truth.”  I find these passages so reassuring 

especially in light of the various fundamentalisms that we are faced 

with.  Lots of people claim to have a hold on the truth. But Jesus who 

said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” also prays for us that the 

Spirit of truth will lead us into all truth. In other words we will learn 

truth as we grow into God in and through the Spirit.  We have not yet 

arrived. There is more for us to learn. We ourselves are a work in 

progress like the creation itself. What we glimpse in the person and work

of Jesus is the fullness of our humanity and the completion of creation. It

is in the dynamic life of the Spirit that we are caught up in this process 

of fulfilment and completion.

So on this Feast of Pentecost may we know the abundant life of the 

Spirit of the Risen Christ leading us into all truth, into the unity of the 

whole of humankind, into the fulfilment and completion of the creation 

itself. Amen


